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My dear people: From the Rector 

The coming 2010-2011 program year 
marks the beginning of a momentous 
time in our life together as a parish: 
what might be called our “Sesqui-
centennial Season.” 
 A hundred and fifty years ago, 
Saint Matthew’s Day, September 21, 
1860, saw the laying of the cornerstone 
of our present church building on 
George Street. The completed struc-
ture was consecrated just over two 
years later, in a solemn ceremony held 
during a swirling snowstorm on Febru-
ary 27, 1862. 
 The approaching two-year 
period between these anniversaries 
thus affords us the opportunity for a 
season of thanksgiving for the accom-
plishments of our past, reflection on 
our gifts and identity in the present, 
and rededication to our mission for the 
future. We will officially begin the Ses-
quicentennial Season with the celebra-
tion of the Feast of the Dedication on 
Sunday 3 October. More is written on 
the significance of Dedication Festivals 
elsewhere in this issue of The S. Stephen. 
 If you have not already re-
ceived them, you should have received 
copies of our two annual brochures 
which give a roadmap of the coming 
2010-2011 season – the Liturgical Music 
prospectus detailing the choral and 
musical offerings of the parish’s wor-
ship; and the Programs and Events leaflet 
giving the calendar of scheduled parish 
activities. Both brochures can also be 
viewed online and downloaded from 
the parish website. 
 Of special significance for the 
Sesquicentennial Season is the Lenten 
series planned for the Spring: 150 Years 
on George Street: Scenes from the Life of 
Saint Stephen’s. We are planning to have 
a series of speakers give talks on vari-
ous aspects of the history of the par-
ish. It is our hope that these talks will 
form the nucleus of a book of histori-
cal essays to be published closer to the 

time of the Anniversary of the Dedica-
tion of our church building in 2012. 
 Such a book of essays will serve 
to complement the 1964 narrative histo-
ry of the parish written by Fr. Norman 
Catir, St. Stephen’s Church in Providence: The 
History of a New England Tractarian Parish, 
1839-1964. Incidentally, a worthwhile 
activity to undertake in observance of 
the Sesquicentennial Season would be to 
read [or re-read] this important and en-
tertaining book. The good news is that it 
is now available online at the Project 
Canterbury website, and can be accessed 
from the history page of the Saint Ste-
phen’s website. 
 As I write, the students have 
returned to the Brown campus; and we 
look forward once again to hosting the 
services and meetings of the Student 
Group under the leadership of Fr. Mi-
chael Tuck, now beginning his second 
year as Curate and Episcopal Campus 
Minister. As summer winds down, we 
look forward to welcoming the Schola 
Cantorum back to begin the choir sea-
son on Sunday 19 September. James 
Busby plays the annual Memorial Organ 
Recital at 5:30 pm on Sunday 3 October, 
a fitting way to round off the celebration 
of the Feast of the Dedication earlier in 
the same day. 
 I am eagerly anticipating ac-
companying a group of ten pilgrims 
from the parish to the Anglican Shrine 
of our Lady of Walsingham in Norfolk, 
England, from October 7 through Oc-
tober 15. More is written elsewhere in 
this issue of The S. Stephen about Wal-
singham and the significance of such 
pilgrimages in the Christian life.  
 Pending receipt of your Liturgi-
cal Music and Programs and Events bro-
chures, two items to mark in your calen-
dars are the Parish Luncheon following 
the 10 am Mass on Sunday 24 October, 
at which the speaker will be Bishop 
Geralyn Wolf on issues of Stewardship; 
and also the celebration of the tenth 

anniversary of my 
Institution as Rec-
tor on Wednesday 
10 November with 
a Solemn Evensong 
and Benediction in 
the church at 5:30 pm followed by a 
dinner at the Faculty Club. More infor-
mation will be sent to the parish mail-
ing list on the latter event in the com-
ing weeks. 
 With this issue of The S. Ste-
phen, finally, we welcome a new and 
reorganized editing team. Phoebe Pet-
tingell has accepted my invitation to 
take on the role of Copy Editor; she 
will be responsible for soliciting arti-
cles from writers and editing their 
work. Submissions of articles from 
parishioners should be directed to her. 
Parish Secretary Cory MacLean will 
take on the role of Layout and Design 
Editor and will be responsible for  
formatting all the material in each issue 
into the final product. Both Phoebe 
and Cory will work under my general 
direction as Editor-in-Chief. 
 I am enormously excited at 
the prospects for the coming year as 
we move into our Sesquicentennial 
Season at S. Stephen’s. Your faithful 
attendance at our services and support 
of our parish programs and activities 
stands to make all the difference to the 
success of our parish’s life and growth. 
I look forward to eagerly to joining 
with you all in another year of wor-
ship, prayer, study, and fellowship in 
the service of our Lord and witness to 
his Kingdom. 
 With all best wishes and pray-
ers, I remain, faithfully, 
 
Your pastor and priest, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. John D. Alexander  
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From the Curate 

Dear People of S. Stephen’s, 

EPIPHANY SOUP KITCHEN 
“He hath filled the hungry with good things…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S. Stephen’s is one of several parishes 

around the Diocese who volunteer at the 

Epiphany Soup Kitchen, now convenient-

ly located right here in our Great Hall! 

Our parish’s remaining scheduled 2010 

volunteer Saturdays are: 

October 16, December 4 

If you can help, please contact Bruce 

Lennihan or Ransom Widmer. Extra 

hands are always welcome. If you can’t 

serve on one of S. Stephen’s scheduled 

dates, you are still welcome to come when 

you can. 

Is it not to share your bread with 

the hungry, and bring the homeless 

poor into your house; when you see 

the naked, to cover him, and not to 

hide yourself from your own flesh?  

- Isaiah 58:7 

Now that I have 
been here a full year, 
I would like to again 
express my thanks 
for all of your help 
and support as I 
have begun my 

ordained ministry. Despite a few years 
of academic work and practical place-
ments, my real learning did not begin 
until I started here. 
 In the last issue of the S. Ste-
phen, I wanted to share with you some 
of my experiences as Episcopal Cam-
pus Minister at Brown and RISD. In 
this issue, I want to reflect on some of 
the more important aspects of my role 
as the curate. While in some respects 
the two roles overlap, in other respects 
they are distinct. And as Curate, my 
most critical job is to live into my vo-
cation as a priest in the parish. 
 In order to make sure I had a 
thorough introduction to the life of 
the parish, I was lucky to be involved 
in many pieces of last year’s program, 
starting with the Columbus Day dis-
cussion last fall. Even as the campus 
ministry was in a somewhat nascent 
form, we were able to demonstrate 
ways in which the parish can engage 
with the university community to ex-
plore difficult issues. Later in the fall, I 
was given the opportunity to conduct 
the Advent Quiet day. This gave me—
and, I hope, some of you—an oppor-
tunity to reflect closely on the role of 
silence in our prayer lives. 
 

 

Sung Vespers/Mass 

Saint Michael and All Angels 

Wednesday 

29 September 2010 

5 pm/5:30 pm 

In the Lady Chapel 

 In the spring, Father Alexan-
der allowed me to put together the 
Lent series—I chose the theme of 
some musical settings of St. John’s 
Passion, based on a series of lectures 
I had heard in England. This explo-
ration of how different generations 
of Christians have engaged with the 
Evangelist’s account of Our Lord’s 
passion and crucifixion seemed par-
ticularly apt for a congregation like S. 
Stephen’s where liturgical music and 
Anglo-Catholic devotion shape our 
life as a parish.  
 But for me there were two 
real highlights in the last year. The 
first was my ordination. I hope some 
of you feel, as I do, that, through this 
glorious occasion, we were able to 
bear witness to our tradition to the 
wider diocese. The second was the 
opportunity to celebrate the Mass on 
Easter Sunday. While every oppor-
tunity to say Mass is humbling, it was 
especially moving to me to be grant-
ed the privilege of gathering up the 
Easter prayers of our community 
into the Holy Sacrifice. 
 My second year is looking to 
be as exciting as the first. We will be 
sending pilgrims off to Walsingham 
soon, and, once again, the fall pro-
gram will be full and rewarding. I will 
be assisting in any way I can while 
trying to learn what it truly means to 
be a priest. Thank you for your pray-
ers and patience. I look forward to 
another wonderful year at S. Ste-
phen’s.  



 

 OF DEDICATIONS AND THEIR ANNIVERSARIES 
by Fr. Alexander 
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gate of heaven." In the morning, Jacob takes the stone he has 
been using as a pillow, sets it up as a pillar, pours oil on it, 
and calls the place Bethel, “House of God.” He then vows 
that "the LORD shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set up 
for a pillar, shall be God's house …" Here, then, we encounter 
some rudimentary elements of later dedication ceremonies: 
the completion of an edifice, its anointing with oil, and the 
recitation of prayers dedicating it to God. 
 The supreme example of such a ceremony in the 
Bible is the dedication of the Temple of Jerusalem recorded 
in 1 Kings 8. When the Temple’s construction was complet-
ed, King Solomon had 
the Ark of the Covenant 
solemnly brought and 
deposited in its inner 
sanctum, the Holy of 
Holies, at which point a 
cloud representing the 
shekinah—the glory of 
the divine presence—
filled the house. Then 
Solomon made a lengthy 
prayer of dedication, 
including the following 
well known passage 
meditating on the rela-
tion between this earthly 
temple and God’s dwell-
ing in heaven:  

But will God indeed 
dwell on the earth? 
Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain thee; 
how much less this house which I have built! Yet … hearken 
thou to the supplication of thy servant and of thy people Israel, 
when they pray toward this place; yea, hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling place; and when thou hearest, forgive. [I Kings 8:27
-30] 

Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifice to the 
LORD, including 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep in a great 
feast lasting seven days. After its destruction by the Babylo-
nians in 586 BCE, the Temple was rebuilt and re-
consecrated by Zerubabel in 515 [Ezra 6]. Subsequently, 
after its desecration by the Seleucid King Antiochus 
Epiphanes in 168 BCE, the Temple was rededicated by Ju-
das Maccabeus in 165—an event commemorated annually in 
December in the Jewish Feast of Dedication or Hanukah. In 
the New Testament John 10:22-23 records Jesus attending 
this Feast of the Dedication at the Temple in Jerusalem.  

Continued next page 

  It’s no secret that many faithful church members have a 
particular attachment to their church building. While we 
know that strictly speaking “the Church” is a community 
and not a building, and indeed that God’s presence is not 
confined to particular places, nonetheless for many of us, 
the parish church is an edifice laden with treasured memo-
ries. It is where we have marked the milestones and transi-
tions of our lives, and of the lives and deaths of our loved 
ones. Here we have celebrated the Rites and Sacraments of 
Holy Church: Baptisms, Confirmations, first Holy Com-
munions, Weddings, Funerals, and Requiems. Here we 
have worshiped God Sunday by Sunday, marking the sea-
sons of the Church year with its assorted feasts and fasts. 
We human beings tend to associate particular places with 
the memories of what has happened in them and all their 
linked emotions of joy and sadness, regret and hope. It is 
no wonder, then, that so many of us love the building that 
we know as “the church.” 
 At S. Stephen’s on the first Sunday in October 
each year we have the opportunity to give thanks for our 
church building in the celebration known as the Feast of 
the Dedication or the Dedication Festival. This service 
takes place on the Anniversary of—or the date otherwise 
chosen to commemorate—the Dedication or Consecration 
ceremony that originally set apart the church building for 
the worship of Almighty God. To appreciate the signifi-
cance of the Dedication Festival, then, it will be helpful to 
review the history of the practice of consecrating churches 
in the Christian tradition since biblical times. 

Dedication Ceremonies in the Bible 

An early instance of the consecration a particular place to 
the worship of God is 
recorded in Genesis 
28:11-22. Sleeping under 
the stars at a certain 
place where he has 
stopped for the night in 
his travels, the patriarch 
Jacob has a dream of the 
angels of God ascending 
and descending a ladder 
connecting earth and 
heaven. On awakening, 
Jacob exclaims: "Surely 
the LORD is in this place; 
and I did not know it ... 
How awesome is this place! 
This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the 

Jacob and the Rock of Bethel.  
Bible Illustration 1906 by the Providence  

Lithograph Company. 

Solomon Dedicates the Temple at Jeru-
salem, James Tissot, c. 1898-1902. 
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Early Christian and Medieval Con-
secration of Churches 

Since the earliest Christians met in 
private houses and other places that 
could not be set apart primarily for 
worship, references to the dedication 
of churches are extremely rare in the 
first three centuries. The first recorded 
instances of the consecration of 
churches date from the time of Con-
stantine in the early fourth century. 

Once Christianity was legalized and 
subsequently became the official reli-
gion of the Roman Empire, not only 
were many large new churches, basili-
cas, and cathedrals built, but also many 
erstwhile pagan temples were convert-
ed into churches—and these edifices 
clearly needed some form of dedica-
tion to Christian worship. 
 The essential feature of the 
service was the celebration of the first 
Mass in the church being consecrated, 
along with special dedicatory prayers. 
Additional features of the ceremony as 
it developed in the West included the 
depositing of relics in or under the 
main altar, a sprinkling of the premises 
with holy water by ministers making 
the circuit of the church, and an 
anointing of the altar with chrism. As 
early as the sixth century, the right to 
consecrate churches was reserved to 
bishops. Medieval elaborations of 
these services of consecration included 
ceremonial knockings at the door; re-
peated perambulations and sprinklings 
with holy water of the outside and in-

side walls; the incision of twelve 
crosses in the walls illuminated by 
twelve candles and anointed with 
chrism; and the tracing of the letters 

of the alphabet on the church pavement. 

Anglican and Episcopal Dedica-
tion Services 

After the Reformation, English edi-
tions of the Book of Common Prayer 
had no form for the consecration or 
dedication of churches, probably 
because the practice of setting apart 
buildings as holy places seemed too 
Catholic for the Puritan party. In the 
seventeenth century, however, Eng-
lish bishops and divines such as 
Lancelot Andrewes [1555-1626] and 
Jeremy Taylor [1613-1667] devised 
several forms for the consecration of 
churches. 
 In the Episcopal Church, the 
first American bishops recognized 
the need for an authorized liturgy to 
consecrate new churches. A form 
drafted in 1798 by Samuel Provoost, 
first Bishop of New York, was incor-
porated in all American Prayerbooks 
through 1928, and was used for the 
consecration of S. Stephen’s Church 
on George Street on February 27, 
1862. 
  In the American rite, the 
bishop and ministers entered the 
building to the singing of psalms and 
recited solemn dedicatory prayers 
over the altar, font, and other princi-
pal furnishings, as well as over the 
church itself. Regrettably, however, 
key elements of the patristic and me-
dieval rites, such as the anointing 
with chrism and the depositing of 
relics in the altar, were omitted. Also, 
the proceedings culminated in Morn-
ing Prayer rather than, as in ancient 
practice, the Eucharist. 
  An interesting twist in Epis-
copal dedication practices occurred 
in the mid-nineteenth century. In 
earlier periods, a church had general-
ly been erected at the expense of a 
donor who gave it at the time of its 
consecration. In nineteenth-century 
America, churches were often fi-
nanced by the selling of pews to the  

Illustration from an illuminated manuscript 
of the Dedication of a Church, from the 
Ranworth Antiphoner, 15th century. 

Contemporary photograph of bishop 
consecrating a church. 

people of the parish. Eventually, how-
ever, loans were secured by mortgag-
ing the property. To protect property 
from alienation the General Conven-
tion passed a canon in 1868 requiring 
that the building and grounds be fully 
paid for and free from all encum-
brance at the time of dedication. The 
consecration thus came to mark the 
liquidation of debts rather than the 
first use of the building. Separate ser-
vices of “dedication” were developed 
to meet the need for special solemni-
ties to mark the first use of the church. 
We may be thankful, however, that at 
S. Stephen’s the consecration took 
place six years before the adoption of 
the canon in question, and so marked 
the beginning of the use of the build-
ing for worship rather than the liquida-
tion of its debts. 
 The Book of Common Prayer, 
1979 includes a completely revised 
consecration rite that accomplishes 
several desirable reforms. Restoring 
ancient practice, it requires that the 
Eucharist be celebrated  for the first 
time in the new church as an integral 
part of its consecration. It also speci-
fies that the church need not be debt-
free for the consecration to take place. 
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The Anniversary of the Dedication 

The practice of annually celebrating the 
Anniversary of the Dedication may well 
be as ancient as the practice of conse-
crating newly built churches. Certainly, 
by the time of Pope Gregory the Great 
[540-604], the celebration had become 
standard in the Christian West. Since 
then, each parish keeps two feast days of 
particular importance to its own life: its 
Feast of Title—in our case, Saint Ste-
phen’s Day, 26 December—and its 
Feast of the Dedication. 
 Obviously, if a church has not 
been consecrated, it cannot keep the 
Dedication Festival. In England, many 
churches of medieval foundation were 
certainly consecrated but the date is not 
recorded. In these cases, according to a 
law dating to 1536, the Dedication Festi-
val may be celebrated on the first Sun-
day in October. Since the actual conse-
cration of S. Stephen’s took place on a 
date that often falls during Lent, we 
have likewise adopted the custom of 
observing the Dedication Festival on the 
First Sunday in October.  
 The annual celebration of the 
Anniversary of the Dedication affords 
us the opportunity to give thanks for the 
building in which we worship—for its 
founders and benefactors, and for all the 
generations of faithful worshipers before 
us who have adorned it with their offer-
ings and filled it with their prayers. We 
pause on this occasion to remember that 
the church building is not a utilitarian 
function hall but an edifice consecrated 
to the worship of Almighty God. When 
we cross its threshold and enter its pre-
cincts, we are moving in sacred space 
and treading on holy ground. And so we 
give thanks to the God who dwells in 
the highest heavens and yet deigns to 
come and meet us in buildings set apart 
for his worship and praise. 

“The Holy Land of Walsingham”: 

Past and Present 
By Phoebe Pettingell 

The great shrines of Christianity are not so much established as revealed. They 
are places marking a spot in our Lord’s life on earth, a supernatural event, or a 
saintly presence whose earthly existence has left behind a glimpse of holiness. 
Pilgrims begin to visit such a spot, seeking God’s nearer presence. Over the 
centuries, they continue to come. The shrine at Walsingham, “England’s Naza-
reth,” is such a spot. Though destroyed in the sixteenth century, its twentieth 
century revival brought the faithful flocking once more to worship there.  
 The history of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham spans a millen-
nium of English history. In 1061, five years before the Norman Conquest, 
legend tells of the Virgin Mary appearing to the lady Richeldis de Faverches in 
the small town of Walsingham in Norfolk, near the North Sea. The Virgin 
asked Richeldis to build a replica of the house in Nazareth where the Holy 
Family had lived during Jesus’ youth. A spring of water is said to have burst 
forth as a sign that the vision was a true one. The structure was erected, the 
spring became a well, and miraculous healings began to occur, attracting pil-
grims. The original Holy House was a wood-
en structure, containing a statue of our Lady 
enthroned with her child on her lap and a lily 
in her hand. A relic, said to be a vial of 
Mary’s milk, was kept there. Until the murder 
of Archbishop Thomas Becket in 1170, Wal-
singham was England’s most visited shrine. 
Even after the pilgrimages to the martyr’s 
tomb at Canterbury began, the Holy House 
remained “England’s Nazareth—a “must 
see” for the faithful. Over four centuries, 
seven English kings made devotions there, 
while supplicants flocked from across Eu-
rope to worship and pray for grace and heal-
ing from its waters.  
 Throughout the Middle Ages, pil-
grimages to shrines were a major form of 
religious devotion. Travelers wore badges on 
their cloaks and hats to show what holy plac-
es they had visited. Pilgrimages fostered spir-
itual growth, as well as an expanded sense of one’s world in eras when travel 
could be dangerous. In addition, individuals appreciated the fellowship of their 
companions and the different people they met upon the journey. Often, mon-
asteries sprung up around shrines—a priory of Augustinian Canons was estab-
lished at Walsingham in 1153, and a century later they enclosed Our Lady’s 
chapel within their precincts. The replica of the Holy Family’s dwelling at Wal-
singham provided a place of witness to the miracle of Christ’s Incarnation, and 
encouraged millions in the midst of life’s uncertainties and perils. 
 The shrine’s fame continued into the Renaissance, when it became 
known as “the Holy Land of Walsingham.” Erasmus worshiped there in 1511, 
leaving a set of Greek verses of devotion to Our Lady. Henry VIII and his 
first two wives, Katherine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn, all made pilgrimages. 
However, after his final break with Rome, Henry determined to dissolve the 
monasteries and appropriate their wealth for the crown. By this time, the  

Continued next page 

Prayer Commemorating the Dedication of a Church 

O God, who has taught us to love the habitation 
of thy house and the place where thine honor 
dwelleth: Make manifest in this place the glory of 
thy presence, that our hearts may be uplifted to 
thee in true adoration, and our worship may be 
worthy of thy praise; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

The gardens at Walsingham 
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shrine was a glorious place. In the words of a contemporary 
poet, its “golden, glittering towers/Pierced once to the 
sky.” But the king’s forces leveled it, despoiling the Holy 
House in 1538, and carrying the famous statue of the Vir-
gin back to London to burn. The local families, many of 
whom remained loyal to Rome, were appalled. The poem 
quoted from above is attributed to Saint Philip Howard, 
Earl of Arundel. It concludes poignantly: 

Sin is where Our Lady sat, 
   Heaven is turned to hell,  
Satan sits where our Lord held sway, 
   Walsingham, oh farewell.  

 For the next 359 years, though the village contin-
ued to exist, the Priory at Walsingham lay in ruins, with the 
shrine destroyed, though even some Anglican poets wistful-
ly continued to mourn its loss. Then, in 1897, Pope Leo 
XIII blessed a new statue in Rome and sent it to the Catho-
lic parish in nearby Kings Lynn where parishioners from 
Walsingham attended. Two years earlier, a laywoman had 
bought land to rebuild “the Slipper Chapel” (said to have 
been built in 1338) where medieval pilgrims had removed 
their shoes to walk barefoot the final mile to the former 
shrine. Once again, Catholic pilgrims began to worship 
there. In 1921, a visionary Anglo-Catholic priest, Alfred 
Hope Patten, became the vicar of the local Anglican parish 
of Great and Little Walsingham. Within months, he in-
stalled in the parish church yet another statue of Our Lady 
of Walsingham, based on the medieval seal of the former 
priory. With the help of The League of Our Lady, a fore-
runner of the Society of Mary, he instituted Marian devo-
tions in the church, and organized Anglican pilgrimages. 
After his bishop objected, insisting that he remove the stat-
ue, Fr. Hope Patten took the opportunity to rebuild the 
Holy House on what he believed to be its original site. In 
1931, the shrine was rededicated; and it was expanded in 
1938 to accommodate the ever-growing number of pil-
grims.   
 Initially, rivalry and competition existed between 
the Roman Catholic and Anglican shrines. Today, however, 
they have become a model of ecumenical cooperation. A 
further breakthrough came about in late September of 
2008, when the Shrine Director and the Most Rev’d Rowan 
Williams led a group from Walsingham to Lourdes—the 
first time an Archbishop of Canterbury had visited there. 
Cardinal Walter Kasper, Rome’s Ecumenical Officer, greet-
ed the English pilgrims and celebrated a mass. Not long 
afterwards, the director of the shrine at Lourdes returned 
the visit to both the Slipper Chapel and the Anglican Holy 
House.  
 Once more, Walsingham has become a major de-
votional symbol. Throughout the Anglican Communion, 
one comes across statues and icons of Our Lady of Wal-
singham. Pilgrims flock to the shrine from all over the 
world. Many parishes undertake group pilgrimages like the 

one eleven of us from S. Stephen’s are about to make. Those 
who come bring their own prayers, and carry the prayers of 
those left behind at home. The place has once more become 
“England’s Nazareth,” the “Holy Land of Walsingham,” 
where the Mother of God and her Son reign and bless all 
who venture there. 

Save the Date 
 

FALL PARISH LUNCHEON 

SUNDAY 
24 OCTOBER 2010 

FOLLOWING THE 10 AM MASS 

GUEST SPEAKER: 
The Rt. Rev’d Geralyn Wolf 

Twelfth Bishop of Rhode Island 

In 1859, the corporation of S. Stephen’s [made up of the voting members 
of the parish] voted to build a new church. The vestry had concluded that 
the Benefit Street site was “unfavorable for growth.” Parishioners were 
invited to “subscribe” to the costs required, with the promise that contrib-
utors would be given pews in the new building—this being the era of pew 
rents. Of two possible lots, an appointed committee chose one on George 
Street, and paid $1.68 a square foot, $12,093.12 for the entire proper-
ty. Father Catir goes on to describe the raising of money for the new 
structure, not only from the wealthy—including non-members of the par-
ish—but also “people of limited means [including] widows and chil-
dren.” A later issue of The S. Stephen will feature a piece on the 
Tractarian architect of the building, Richard Upjohn. 
 
“The cornerstone of the new Saint Stephen’s was laid on St. 
Matthew’s Day, September 21, 1860. In it were placed a Bi-
ble, a Prayer Book, the journal of the most recent triennial 
convention of the Church [General Convention], and a copy 
of the convention journal of the Diocese of Rhode Island for 
the year 1860. Interestingly enough, since the completion of 
the structure no one has been able to locate the cornerstone. 
Several theories pertaining to its location exist. The most like-
ly one asserts that the stone was laid at the junction of the 
nave and chancel arch on the south side. This location would 
conceal the stone entirely. Although he was very uncertain, 
Richard Upjohn’s son, R. M. Upjohn, suggested in a letter to 
Dr. Fiske that it might be on one of the outside walls of the 
priest’s sacristy. If it lies there, the stone is not marked. The 
mystery remains; the searches of generations of choirboys, 
church school pupils, and acolytes have not solved it to this 
day.” 

The Mystery of  the Cornerstone: 

Abbreviated from 
Saint Stephen’s Church in Providence:  

The History of a New England Tractarian Parish 
1839-1964 

by The Rev’d Norman Joseph Catir, Jr.  
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A Walsingham Hymn 
 

Hail Mary, ever blessed, 
Of Walsingham the Queen 
Through vision of Richeldis 
Thy favors here were seen. 
When England was thy dowery 
Here pilgrims bow’d the knee 
As morn and noon and even 
They knelt to honor thee. 
 
Hail Mary, ever blessed, 
Thy children still delight 
To tell abroad thy praises 
Thy miracles, thy might. 
Still pilgrim feet are treading 
Along the holy way. 
Hostess of England’s Nazareth, 
Receive us home today. 
 
Hail Mary, ever blessed,  
The wells of water pure 
Which mark thy holy places 
Are signs that God doth cure. 
For sick of soul and body, 
E’en since Richeldis’ day 
They spring in benediction 
Beside the Pilgrims’ Way. 
 
Hail Mary, ever blessed,  
Thy Name is great indeed; 
For Jesus Christ our Savior  
Was in thy womb conceived.  
Thy Name be ever praised 
Increasing in this place 
And loud the Angel’s greeting, 
“Hail Mary, full of grace.”  

JUNE
1 Justin, Martyr at Rome, c. 167
2 
3 The Martyrs of Uganda, 1885
5 Boniface, Archbishop of Mainz, Missionary, Martyr, 754
6 
   
8 
9 
10 
11 SAINT BARNABAS THE APOSTLE
13 
14 Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, 379
15 
16 
18 
21 
22 
     
     

23 
24 THE NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
27 
28 Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, c. 202
29 SAINT PETER AND SAINT PAUL, APOSTLES
30 

JULY
4 INDEPENDENCE DAY
   
6 

   
7 
8 
11 Benedict of Nursia, Abbot, Father of Western Monasticism, Patron 

13 
15 
     
     
16 
     
18 
19 
20 
     
22 SAINT MARY MAGDALENE
23 
24 
25 SAINT JAMES THE APOSTLE
26 Anne and Joachim, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary
28 
29 Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany
30 
31 Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus, 1556
 
Bold Capitals
Lowercase

On Thursday 7 October 2010, eleven pilgrims including myself will set out from 
Saint Stephen’s to visit the Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham in Norfolk, England. 
Our pilgrimage is being undertaken jointly with a group from Saint John’s Church, 
Calgary, Alberta, led by my friend Fr. Lee Kenyon, SSC. We will be meeting up with 
the Calgary pilgrims at Heathrow Airport in London and from there taking a coach 
to the guest accommodations at the Anglican Shrine, where we will stay seven nights 
until we return to the United States on Friday 15 October. Our schedule has us not 
only participating in the devotions of the shrine at Walsingham, but also taking a 
number of excursions to sites both religious and secular in the area, including Cam-
bridge, Norfolk, Sandringham, and Bury St. Edmunds. The main focus will nonethe-
less be on our pilgrimage to “England’s Nazareth,” the spiritual home of all Angli-
cans who love and honor the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 The key point I want to make about this pilgrimage, however, is that it in-
volves not just the eleven of us who are going, but the entire parish as well. We’re 
not doing this simply for ourselves, but as representatives of all the members of our 
parish community. And this principle carries two practical implications of enormous 
importance. 
 First, we need your prayers. A pilgrimage will be all the more spiritually 
fruitful to the extent that it is supported by prayer. To this end, the names of the 
pilgrims are now being printed in the Parish Notes insert in The Kalendar, and are 
being remembered daily at Mass in the Lady Chapel. Likewise, please take The Kalen-
dar home with you, and pray for each of us every day by name, that we may receive 
whatever blessings God has in store for us on this pilgrimage. 
 Second, we will be praying for you. An integral part of the purpose of a par-
ish pilgrimage is to pray for the parish and all its members. So, if you have any par-
ticular prayer intentions that you would like the pilgrims to offer for you in the 
Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham, it will be our privilege to do so. A form is availa-
ble from the ushers in the church which you can fill out and return to the parish 
office so that the pilgrims can take these prayer requests with them and offer them 
up on your behalf at the shrine.  
 In short, we want those parishioners not going on the pilgrimage to realize 
that we are going on your behalf and that you will be present with us in spirit. Con-
versely, we will attend to our pilgrimage devotions all the more diligently when we 
remember that we are there not for ourselves alone, but on behalf of all those who 
are supporting us by their prayers and for whom we are praying in turn. In this way, 
the October pilgrimage promises to become an occasion of grace for our whole par-
ish community and beyond. 

The Walsingham Pilgrimage and S. Stephen’s 
by Fr. Alexander 

THE CONFRATERNITY OF 
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
will meet on Satur-
day 18 September, 
for Mass at 9:30 
am followed by a 
light breakfast and 
an informative 
program on this 
devotion to our 
Lord in His Sacra-
ment. 

THE GUILD OF ALL SOULS 
will meet on Satur-
day 2 October, for a 
Votive  Requiem 
Mass at 9:30 am, 
followed by a light 
breakfast, talk and 
fel lowship. The 
Guild of All Souls 

prays for the departed. If you have 
recently suffered a loss, find comfort 
in better understanding the mystery 
of the Resurrection. 

The Walsingham Prayer to Our Lady 

O Mary, recall the solemn moment when Jesus your 
divine Son, dying on the cross, con-
fided us to your maternal care. You 
are our Mother, we desire ever to 
remain your devoted children. Let us 
therefore feel the effects of your 
powerful intercession with Jesus 
Christ. Make your name again glori-
ous in this place once renowned 
throughout our land by your visits, 
favors and many miracles. O blessed 
Mary, Mother of God, our Lady of 
Walsingham, intercede for us. Amen.  



S. Stephen’s Church in Providence 
114 George Street 

Providence, RI 02906 

 
Address Correction Requested 

MEMORIAL ORGAN RECITAL 
 
 

AT the organ 

James Busby 
 

Sunday 

3 October 2010 

5:30 pm 
 

Featuring works of J. S. Bach, César Franck, John Cook and 
dances for organ by Michael Praetorius, Antonio Valente, Robert 
Elmore, and Carson Cooman 


