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 Letter From the Rector 
us to specific forms of service; 
our task is not so much to choose 
our own path as to listen, hear, 
understand, and respond to his 
call. This requires much prayer 
and prayerful conversation with 
fellow Christians. It would be in-
appropriate for me to make any 
suggestions here about future di-
rections for S. Stephen’s. But I 
will say this. Do not be afraid! 
God has already determined the 
future mission and ministry of this 
parish. Indeed, God has already 
chosen the next Rector! Your task 
is simply to let that choice be re-

vealed through the prescribed processes of the in-
terim period. The good news is that as Wardens, 
Vestry, and Congregation, working together with 
the Bishop and Priest-in-Charge, you don’t have to 
figure this out all by yourselves; you just need to 
listen prayerfully so that you may act in accordance 
with God’s leading and guiding. 
 
Third, authentic Christian community is impossible 
without forbearance and forgiveness. For many of 
us, one of the most troubling features of contem-
porary life is the increasing stridency of public dis-
course. Denunciation and condemnation of those 
with different ideological and cultural worldviews 
has come to be seen as a virtue, even a moral neces-
sity. The Church, I believe, is called to model an 
alternative way, in which we learn to love one an-
other despite these very real differences. Some basic 
principles of Christian teaching equip us well to 
meet this challenge. We are all sinners. We are not 
yet perfect, even if we are on the way. This means 
that the more time we spend together in communi-
ty the more likely we are sooner or later to hurt one 
another. The solution can only be mutual repent-
ance and forgiveness. Jesus emphasizes this point 
repeatedly: “Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiv-
en those who sin against us” (Matthew 6:12). Har-
boring bitterness, resentment, grudges, or hatred in 
our hearts is plainly incompatible with our Christian 
vocation. By mutual forgiveness, we begin to fulfill 

My Dear People, 
 
As many of you know, this will 
be my last letter to the parish. On 
April 30th, I submitted my resig-
nation as Rector of S. Stephen’s, 
to take effect on June 1st. I am 
enormously grateful for the nine-
teen years I have served in this 
wonderful parish, and I will miss 
everyone here intensely. 
 
Since this is a farewell letter, it 
seems appropriate to share some 
thoughts along the lines of “what 
I’ve learned” during my tenure. 
That content could easily fill a journal-length arti-
cle or even a book, but I will try to be brief and 
confine myself to three points. 
 
First, primary in the Christian life and especially 
in the ordained ministry is the call to serve. (This 
is why priests and bishops are always ordained as 
deacons first.) Over the years, I’ve repeatedly 
preached against what I’ve called the consumerist 
mindset in church life: an approach that puts the 
satisfaction of one’s own needs first. Jesus came 
among us as “one who serves” (Luke 22:27) and 
he bids us serve God, one another, and the 
world. Some parishes emphasize worship and 
others emphasize good works and social advoca-
cy. But worship is our service to God, and ser-
vice to neighbor is the other side of the same 
coin. As I’ve grown in my ministry, the question 
I’ve learned to ask myself when confronted with 
difficult challenges is, “How may I best be of ser-
vice in this situation?” I commend it as not a bad 
question to ask. 
 
Second, opportunities for service are not so 
much chosen as given. Over the past few dec-
ades, “discernment” has become something of a 
buzz-word in church circles. The underlying in-
sight is that, over and against the modern ethos 
of autonomy and self-determination, God calls 
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our Lord’s command to “love one another, as I 
have loved you” (John 13:34). As I take my leave of 
S. Stephen’s, then, I forgive any who may have 
wished me harm. And I pray that any whom I have 
wronged, injured, or offended will also be able to 
forgive me. 
 
Most of all, I am thankful. Nineteen years is a long 
rectorate—the average length in the Episcopal 
Church today is around five or six years—and dur-
ing this time you have all blessed me and brought 
me joy in innumerable ways. Now, I will be taking 
some time away from parish ministry, during which 
I hope to do some research, writing, and maybe 
teaching while I discern my next steps. I know that 
God has more work for me to do. I’m not yet sure 
where or how, but I’m looking forward to finding 
out. Meanwhile, I hope that you will keep me in 
your prayers as I will you. 
 
With gratitude for having been your pastor and 
priest, I remain 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Fr. John D. Alexander  
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The Ascension (c. 1461) 
by Andrea Mantegna (1431-1506). Tempera on wood. 

Uffizi Gallery, Florence, Italy. 
 

30 May 2019 
7 pm 

Following the precedent set last year, we have 
planned a joint celebration with the other two 
Providence East Side parishes (Saint Martin’s and 
Redeemer) to be hosted here at S. Stephen’s. The 
Mass setting will be Service of Holy Communion by 
Francis Jackson (b. 1917), and the motet will be 
God is gone up by Gerald Finzi (1901-1956). The 
preacher will be the Rev. Mark Sutherland, Rec-
tor of St. Martin’s Church. A reception to follow. 

 
Like and follow us on Facebook @ 

https://www.facebook.com/
sstephensinprovidence/  

 
Visit our website @ www.sstephens.org 

http://www.sstephens.org


 

 

The church is 
about to celebrate 
our Lord’s Ascen-
sion and then the 
season of Pente-
cost. For early dis-
ciples it was a time 
of great change. 
They had just re-
covered from the 
shock of their lead-
er’s Resurrection 
from the dead and 
now He had left 
them again, this 
time for good. His 
work on earth was 
complete. What an adjustment for them to navi-
gate! Soon they would be visited with the mysteries 
of the Holy Spirit, another life-changing event. 
 
Transitions are tough. Sometimes we invite them, 
as going off to college, getting married, moving to a 
more suitable home, etc. Sometimes they are foist-
ed upon us uninvited, such as losing a job, getting a 
bad diagnosis, or being the person left behind. Re-
gardless of the reason, these changes are eased with 
the support of others. 
 
We all have people in our lives who are dealing 
with serious health issues and it comes naturally to 
us to remember them in our prayers. The parent 
who is adjusting to a child leaving for college or a 
job in another location is always whispering a pray-
er for their safety and success. We celebrate a mar-
riage with prayers for the newly-formed couple. For 
those whose lives have been impacted by sudden 
unfortunate events or even national catastrophe, we 
offer prayers of strength, comfort, and peace. 
 
Our lives are chock full of transitions: we learn to 
walk, we go to school, we become teenagers, we 
leave home and start our adult lives, and eventually 
we will all die. All of these stages of life have a huge 

impact on how we 
adapt to our world 
and through it all 
we are supported 
by others – family, 
friends, and our 
nation in times of 
tragedy. The situa-
tions are endless 
and so is the need 
for support. 
 
It never ends, even 
upon death. As 
Christians we are 
exhorted to re-
member those 

who have transitioned into their next existence. 
Our job as a supporter does not end at the grave 
any more than a mother’s prayer for her child 
stops just because the child no longer lives with 
her. The link is eternal. We are shown examples 
both sacred and secular of prayers for the dead, 
whether in II Maccabees 12, the aftermath of the 
battlefield, the hospital bed or the funeral and 
gravesite. It is part of our duty as professed Chris-
tians to continue support for those who are on 
the path of their next and eternal journey. We are 
encouraged to do this daily in our own devotions 
and monthly at the Guild of All Souls mass. 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or 
watch, or weep,  
And give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. 
Tend the sick, Lord Christ: give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, 
Soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous, 
And all for your love’s sake. 
Amen. 
 
(Hour by Hour, Forward Movement)  

TRANSITIONS 
by Nancy Gingrich 
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Dear friends, 
 
We are pleased to be able to an-
nounce that Fr. Andy Mead has 
agreed to come to S. Stephen’s 
as priest-in-charge for the com-
ing year, starting at the begin-
ning of June. The vestry had a 
chance to sit down with him this 
past Tuesday and voted to ex-
tend a call to him. Several of you 
may have met him when he 
served as Deacon on the first 
Sunday in May or when he has 
served on a couple of occasions 
as guest preacher and celebrant over the past year 
or so. 
 
Fr. Mead retired from St. Thomas Church on 5th 
Avenue in New York to his wife’s family home in 
Narragansett in 2014. He was first ordained an 
Episcopal priest in 1971 and was an assistant par-
ish priest in England, Connecticut and Boston. 
He was rector for seven years at Good Shepherd, 
Rosemont, PA before moving to the Church of 
the Advent in Boston and then to St. Thomas. 
 
This from his bio on the St. Thomas website: 
“Committed to doctrinal orthodoxy in teaching 
and pastoral work, Fr. Mead has had long experi-
ence in the liturgical heritage of Catholic Angli-
canism grounded in the rubrics of the book of 
Common Prayer. As a parish priest in the Anglo-
Catholic tradition, he provided pastoral leadership 
though teaching and preaching, sacramental de-
votion and nurture, spiritual counsel, and pastoral 
care.”  We have met with Fr. Mead several times 
and are impressed with his kindness and good 
humor as well as his faith and theology. We 
would agree from our experiences with him that 
the above is an accurate description! 
 
Fr. Mead will be at S. Stephen’s two days per 
week in addition to Sundays. He is committed to 

helping us continue our daily 
Mass schedule and will be enlist-
ing Fr. Pearson and others to 
accomplish that goal. He will be 
in charge of matters liturgical in 
addition to being the primary 
supervisor of the staff and will 
preside over vestry meetings. 
 
Any transition from one rector 
to another is hard and each is 
complicated in its own way. Fr. 
Mead is committed to helping 
us process this transition, to 
guide us  in examining who and 

what we are as a parish and  assisting us through 
the process of searching for and then calling the 
next rector over the coming year.  
 
Of course, you may reach out to either of us at any 
time on any matter, but we hope you will be able 
to join us for a Forum with the Wardens at cof-
fee hour on June 9. We will be joined by Fr. Mead 
and by Canon Linda Grenz from the Diocesan of-
fice as well. 
 
Many individuals have assured us that Fr. Mead is a 
wonderful choice to guide us through this process 
and we are both very much looking forward to 
working with him in the weeks and months 
ahead!  Please join us in welcoming him at Sunday 
Masses on June 2. 
 
Also, please plan to attend the joint Mass of the 
Ascension at which S. Stephen’s will be hosting 
the Church of the Redeemer and St. Martin’s at 7 
pm. Let’s extend our warmest welcome!  Finally, 
we hope to see you at the Thanks and Farewell 
brunch for Fr. Alexander and Elizabeth on Satur-
day June 1 at 10 am in the Great Hall! 
 
Tom Bledsoe and Alison Huff 
 
Wardens  

LETTER FROM THE WARDENS 
Note: The following letter from S. Stephen’s Wardens Tom Bledsoe and Alison Huff was emailed to the parish on Saturday 25 May 2019.  

The Rev’d Andrew C. Mead 
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1614,  they held  a  privileged 
position with the court. Their 
letters to their superiors back 
home record a period of Japa-
nese history about which there 
is  little  other  information. 
Nonetheless, there were peri-
odic outbreaks of xenophobia 
in which rulers threatened to 
expel  the  mostly  Portuguese 
clergy.  In  1597,  a  rumor 
reached the principal daimyo 
that  the  Spanish  empire 
(which included Portugal) sent 
missionaries as forerunners of 
the armies of Spain. He imme-
diately ordered the crucifixion 
of  twenty-six  Japanese  and 
foreign Christians at Nagasa-
ki—an event commemorated 
in  many  ecclesiastical  calen-

dars as “the Martyrs of Japan” (February 6th). 
 
This event only encouraged the Christian com-
munity and many martyrdoms followed. Howev-
er, a new Shogun, Ieyasu, tolerated Christians at 
first because he associated their presence with 
the lucrative trade burgeoning between Japan and 
Europe. Here is where the history casts an un-
flattering light on Anglicanism and Dutch Prot-
estantism. The English, in particular, persuaded 
Ieyasu—who  had  once  been  baptized—that 
many European countries were expelling the Jes-
uits from their borders. In 1614, an edict was is-
sued banning Christianity and ordering foreign 
missionaries expelled. At this time, there were 
about three hundred thousand Catholics among a 
Japanese population of twenty million. The Sho-
gun began systematically  hunting down those 
who remained Christian and refining the tortures 
they were subjected to in an effort to make them 
apostatize by trampling on a bronze plaque bear-

Shusaku  Endo  (1923-1996) 
was born in Tokyo and con-
verted to Roman Catholicism 
at age eleven. Considered one 
of the greatest Japanese novel-
ists of the twentieth century 
(in a country with no shortage 
of  impressive  authors),  he 
struggled all his life to make 
sense  of  the  divergence  be-
tween his native culture and 
Western  Christianity.  Silence 
(published in 1969) is consid-
ered his masterpiece. It traces 
the brutal history of a young 
seventeenth-century  Jesuit 
missionary’s  experiences  in 
Japan  after  Christianity  had 
been  outlawed.  To  put  the 
novel in context, it is neces-
sary to explain the history of 
Christianity in Japan, why it once flourished, and 
what caused it to be suppressed. Fortunately, Eng-
lish editions of the work include a preface by the 
translator, William Johnston, himself a Jesuit mis-
sionary and expert on Catholic spirituality in both 
the Eastern and Western worlds.  
 
In 1549, the Jesuit Francis Xavier arrived in Japan, 
a country he soon called “the joy of my heart.” He 
converted hundreds before departing for China. 
Thirty  years  later,  the  Italian missionary,  Ales-
sandro Valignano found a community of about 
150,000  Japanese  Christians.  Feeling  that  the 
Church must become indigenous with its own 
priests, he started establishing seminaries and col-
leges. In this era, Japan had no strong centralized 
government; territories were ruled by warring dai-
myos. If persecuted in one fief, missionaries could 
move to a friendlier one. The Portuguese clergy 
made friends with the forces who were trying to 
bring unity to the country, so that from 1570 until 

THE CATHOLIC LITERARY IMAGINATION: FIVE NOVELS 
 Part V: Silence by Shusaku Endo   

by Phoebe Pettingell 

Shusaku Endo 
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ite representation of Christ is a painting where he 
rises from the tomb, “a face filled with vigor and 
strength.”  
 
Rodrigues soon separates from his fellows to find 
another Christian village. He is both appalled by 
their suffering and moved by their faith. Without a 
priest they cannot hear Mass or confess, only say 
prayers. He is also shocked by cultural differences, 
and finds the landscape depressing. Sure enough, 
Kichijiro soon betrays him to the officials—not for 
money,  though,  but  through the threats  against 
himself and his family. The priest faces a series of 
interrogations, first from local officers, then from 
the Shogun himself, and finally from Father Fer-
reira,  now married and living under  a  Japanese 
name. The Shogun argues that Christianity may be 
all very well for Western countries, which are weak 
like women, but does not do for manly Japan. He 
criticizes  the  warring  Catholics  and  Protestants, 
comparing them to gossipy, spiteful old ladies, and 
tries to convince Rodrigues that Japanese culture 
needs to preserve its own heritage. The young Jesuit 
insists that there is no one Roman culture—it is a 
faith adaptable to the entire world, and can just as 
well be Asian as European. He is ready, nay eager, 
to face dying for the faith.  
 
The  Shogun,  however,  once  baptized  himself, 
knows his enemy’s weaknesses. Rather than being 
hung upside-down over a burning pit to bleed to 
death slowly, the priest is forced to listen to the ag-
ony of the peasants he has succored endure this 
punishment.  They will  suffer  and die  unless he 
apostatizes. As the interpreter says, “How many 
times have I told you that it is the Japanese who 
have to die for your selfish dream. It is time to leave 
us in peace.” How can a religion that proclaims love 
cause others to suffer for it? But Ferreira offers an 
even more undermining argument. “In the churches 
we built throughout this country the Japanese were 
not praying to the Christian God. They twisted God 
to their own way of thinking in a way we can never 
imagine….No, that is not God. It is like a butterfly 
caught in a spider’s web. At first it is certainly a but- 
 
                                                     Continued next page 

ing the face of the crucified Christ. This decimated 
the Catholic population although a few became 
“hidden Christians,” practicing in secret,  hiding 
symbols or disguising statues of Christ and Mary 
so that they resembled Buddhist divinities. Japan 
reopened to foreigners in the nineteenth century, 
and then legalized the practice of banned religions 
in 1873.  
 
Endo begins his novel in 1638, when three young 
Jesuit missionaries set off from India for Japan. 
They are seeking the truth about rumors that their 
much-admired teacher, Christovao Ferreira, now 
operating as a hidden priest, has apostatized. The 
first part of the book is told mostly through letters 
by one of the young men, Sebastian Rodrigues, 
sent back to his superiors who were reluctant to 
endorse such a dangerous mission. Rodrigues real-
izes that his letters may well never reach their in-
tended destination, and increasingly as his travails 
increase, he seems to be talking to himself to clari-
fy his thoughts. When their ship is being repaired 
in Macao, the Jesuits find a Japanese guide. Kichiji-
ro is a drunkard, lazy and dishonest. They cannot 
conceal their distaste for his cringing servility, and 
suspect he may well end by betraying them. He de-
nies he is a Christian, but sometimes utters Catho-
lic ejaculations, and when they reach Japan they are 
assured that he is, indeed, of the faith. But, as Ro-
drigues observes, “When you come to think of it, 
Our Lord himself entrusted his destiny to untrust-
worthy people.” 
 
Readers of Graham Greene’s The Power and the Glo-
ry will be reminded of the mestizo who guides the 
whisky priest and ultimately turns him in to the 
police. Rodrigues is obsessed with Judas’s betrayal 
of Christ. Why was he chosen as an apostle? Why 
did Jesus not try to stop him as he slipped further 
and further from the path of righteousness? What 
did Our Lord mean when he said to Judas, “That 
which thou dost, do quickly”? Did he continue to 
love his betrayer? He concludes that he did, but as 
a man whose wife has been unfaithful to him. If 
this comparison jars, it is meant to. The young 
priest is zealous and animated by the love of God, 
but he is also arrogant toward the weak. His favor-
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terfly, but the next day only 
the externals, the wings and 
the trunk are those of a but-
terfly; it has lost its true reali-
ty and has become a skeleton. 
In Japan our God is just like 
that butterfly.”  
 
Why, asks the young priest, 
does God remain silent in the 
face  of  such  misery?  Why 
does he not answer the ques-
tions of the faithful in their 
anguish?  How  can  a  good 
God  allow  such  suffering? 
Throughout  the  centuries, 
believers  have  asked  this 
question—not just Christians. 
The  heroic  Rodrigues  was 
more than willing to become 
a martyr, but how can he al-
low his followers to be tor-
tured and killed in his place? 
He agrees to undergo the cer-
emony by which he renounc-
es the religion he loves with 
his whole heart. He puts his 
foot on the cross. “And then 
the Christ in bronze speaks to 
the priest: ‘Trample! Trample! 
I more than anyone know of the pain in your foot. 
Trample! It was to be trampled on by men that I 
was born into this world. It was to share men’s 
pain that I carried my cross.’ The priest placed his 
foot on the fume. Dawn broke. And far in the dis-
tance the cock crew.” It was not only Judas who 
betrayed his Lord, but Peter as well, the rock of 
the Church.  
 
“Father, you were not defeated by me,” the Sho-
gun tells Rodrigues, “You were defeated by the 
swamp of Japan.” However, the priest realizes that 
he has been defeated by his own defective faith. In 
the end, Kichijiro comes to him for confession, 
and Rodrigues now realizes that Christ understood 
the anguish of Judas and suffered for him. “The 
priest had administered the sacrament that only a 

priest can administer. No doubt his fellow priests 
would condemn his act as sacrilege” since he is 
now cast out of the Church. “But even if he was 
betraying them, he was not betraying his Lord. He 
loved him now in a different way from before. 
Everything that had taken place until now had been 
necessary to bring him to this love.” Because even 
in the moment of deepest humiliation, Christ an-
swered the most profound questions of his heart. 
Sometimes, it is not our most heroic postures that 
save us, but our humility to realize that we are no 
better than those we once looked down on for their 
cowardice and betrayal, our all too human failings. 
In those moments, if we listen, the God who be-
came Man answers us out of the silence.   
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In the first three installments of this series, I in-
vestigated Stephen’s roles as Deacon, Preacher, 
and Protomartyr. In Part Four, I traced the trav-
els of Stephen’s relics following their rediscovery 
in 415. In this concluding episode, I want to ex-
plore some of the places where Saint Stephen is 
alive and active on earth today—that is, in the 
churches, institutions, communities, and minis-
tries dedicated to his patronage. If we had the 
time, money, and inclination to undertake a con-
temporary pilgrimage in search of Saint Stephen, 
where might we find him? 
 
Jerusalem 
 
Our imaginary travel itinerary takes us first to the 
Holy City where Stephen lived and died. Outside 
the city walls, just north of the Damascus Gate, 
stands Saint Stephen’s Basilica (Basilique Saint-
Étienne), built in 1900 by the French Dominicans 
on the reputed site of Stephen’s stoning. Several 
churches have stood at this location, beginning 
with the fifth-century basilica built by the Em-
press Eudoxia (see Part Four of this series) and 
destroyed by the Persians in 614. Soon after, in 
638, Bishop Sophronius of Jerusalem built a 
chapel on the site, which the Crusaders enlarged 
in the twelfth century and subsequently destroyed 
lest it fall into the hands of the Sultan Saladin. 
The current basilica stands on the foundations of 
the Crusader church. 
 
A rival site of the Stoning of Stephen is found 
east of the Old City, in the Kidron Valley be-
tween the Temple Mount and the Mount of Ol-
ives. The Greek Orthodox Holy Monastery of 
Saint Stephen sits just outside the Golden Gate – 
known since Crusader times as Saint Stephen’s 
Gate. A grotto next to the church displays the 
rocky outcropping on which Stephen is said to 
have suffered martyrdom. 

About twenty miles west of Jerusalem, near the 
town of Beth Shemesh, the village of Beit Jamal is 
home to a Salesian monastery containing Saint 
Stephen’s Church, built in 1930 on the founda-
tions of a fifth-century Byzantine church. Beit 
Jamal is believed to be the site of Cephar-Gamala, 
where in 415 the priest Lucian discovered the rel-
ics of Saints Stephen, Gamaliel, Nicodemus, and 
Abibo (also as recounted in Part Four of this se-
ries). 
 
Rome 
 
Two churches in Rome are essential destinations 
on a Stephen pilgrimage. San Lorenzo fuori le Mura 
(Saint Lawrence outside the Walls) is a minor pa-
pal basilica and one of the “Seven Pilgrim 
Churches of Rome.” In the early fourth century, 
Constantine the Great built a chapel here over 

  
 
                                                  Continued next page 

IN SEARCH OF SAINT STEPHEN 
Part V:  Stephen’s Patrimony Today 

by Fr. John D. Alexander 

Saint Stephen’s Basilica 
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been rebuilt and enlarged several times over the 
centuries. In the confessio or crypt under its high al-
tar rest the bones of Saint Lawrence and Saint Ste-
phen, as described in Parts One and Four of this 
series. 
 
Also of significance is the late fifth-century Church 
of Santo Stefano Rotondo on the Caelian Hill. One of 
the oldest and largest round churches in existence, 
its design is thought to have been inspired by the 
rotunda of the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem. The church’s walls feature a series of 
sixteenth century frescoes depicting scenes of mar-
tyrdom, the violence of which shocked Charles 
Dickens in the nineteenth century. Santo Stefano Ro-
tondo is the Hungarian National Church in Rome, 
and it bears a secondary dedication to the Proto-
martyr’s namesake, Stephen, King of Hungary (975
-1038). 
 
Vienna 
 
Without a doubt, the world’s most famous church 
dedicated to the Protomartyr is the Stephansdom, 
Saint Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna. Begun in 
1137, this magnificent building combines rom-
anesque, gothic, and baroque features. On April 
12, 1945, when Russian forces had entered the city, 
a fire started by looters in nearby houses spread to 
the cathedral and destroyed its medieval timbered 
roof and parts of the church below. By 1952, how-
ever, the cathedral was completely restored with its 
new distinctively patterned ceramic tile roof (a sign 
of hope, perhaps, for Notre Dame de Paris). The ba-
roque high altar, consecrated in 1647, features a 
large painting of the Stoning of Saint Stephen by Tobi-
as Pock (1609-1683). 
 
Paris 
 
Situated on the Left Bank near the Sorbonne and 
the Panthéon, the Church of Saint-Étienne-du-Mont 
(Saint Stephen on the Hill) is a must-see. This ar-
chitecturally eccentric fifteenth-century church – in 
the “flamboyant gothic” style – houses the shrine 
of Saint Genevieve, the fifth-century patron of 
Paris, as well as the tombs of Blaise Pascal and 

Jean Racine. The French Revolutionary leader 
Jean-Paul Marat is buried outside in the cemetery. 
The 1631 organ case is the oldest in Paris; the or-
gan itself has been rebuilt several times since. 
Maurice Duruflé held the post of Titular Organist 
here from 1929 until his death in 1986. The tym-
panum over the main entrance features a fine 
carved relief of the Martyrdom of Saint Stephen 
(1863) by sculptor Gabriel Jules-Thomas (1824-
1905). 
 
London 
 
Three Church of England parishes dedicated to 
Saint Stephen are definitely worth a visit.  
 
For Anglo-Catholics, Saint Stephen’s Gloucester 
Road in South Kensington tops the list. Conse-
crated in 1867, the church features a stunning 
high altar, reredos, and rood screen. The poet T. 
S. Eliot (1888-1965) was a Churchwarden here for 
25 years; he is commemorated in a memorial 

Stephansdom nearly restored in 1951. 
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to “a round of Camembert”—surrounded by 
curved pews in concentric circles. (While I usually 
dislike such modernizing rearrangements, I must 
admit that this one harmonizes beautifully with the 
architectural setting. How well it works for worship 
I cannot say.) At the same time, a large painting of 
Devout Men Taking the Body of Saint Stephen (1776) by 
American-born artist Benjamin West (1738-1820) 
was removed from the north wall and eventually 
sold to an anonymous collector, who in turn donat-
ed it to the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, where 
lovingly restored it is now on display. 
 
Oxford 
 
Saint Stephen’s House in Oxford is one of the 
Church of England’s two Anglo-Catholic seminar-
ies. (The other is the College of the Resurrection in 
Mirfield.) Founded in 1876, Saint Stephen’s House 
originally stood in the center of Oxford; in 1980 it 
moved to its present location in the former mother-
house of the Society of Saint John the Evangelist 
(SSJE), also known as the Cowley Fathers. Since 
2003, Saint Stephen’s House has been one of the 
University of Oxford’s six permanent private halls – 
similar to colleges but run by their respective reli-
gious denominations rather than by the college fel-
lows. The House motto is Video caelos apertos, “I see 
the heavens opened” (Acts 7:56). 
 
 
                                                     Continued next page 

plaque located (to the best of my recollection) in 
the south transept. The English branch of the 
Guild of All Souls holds its annual Requiem here 
every November. 
 
Saint Stephen’s Rochester Row (not far from 
Westminster Cathedral) was consecrated in 1850. 
It makes the list chiefly for some fine mosaic pan-
els in its Tennant Chapel (1904), to the right of the 
choir, depicting Saints Stephen, Peter, Paul, and 
Edward the Confessor. 
 
Further east, in the City of London, the Church of 
Saint Stephen Walbrook is perhaps the most inter-
esting, on several counts. Rebuilt in the 1670s after 
the Great Fire, it is one of Sir Christopher Wren’s 
best churches, with a domed ceiling and lantern 
reminiscent of the Pantheon in Rome. In 1987, a 
controversial re-ordering of the interior saw the 
installation of a circular stone altar by sculptor 
Henry Moore (1898-1986)—likened by some wags 
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Saint Stephen’s House, Oxford 

Saint Stephen’s Gloucester Road 



 

 

Dublin 
 
The Irish capital makes the list chiefly for Saint 
Stephen’s Green, a beautiful rectangular park – 
really the largest of Dublin’s garden squares – in 
the southern part of the city center. The park de-
rives its dedication from a medieval leper hospital, 
founded in 1192, that stood nearby. Originally 
marshy common land where public executions 
took place, Stephen’s Green became an enclosed 
private park for residents of the surrounding hous-
es in the eighteenth century. After passing into the 
hands of the city government and undergoing ex-
tensive Victorian landscaping, it was opened to the 
public in 1880. Not too far away is the (Anglican) 
Saint Stephen’s Church on Mount Street, built in 
the Georgian style in 1824, and known as the 
“pepper cannister church” on account of its dis-
tinctively shaped spire. 
 
Saint Stephen’s Guild 
 
The Guild of Saint Stephen is an international Ro-
man Catholic society of altar servers founded at 
Westminster Cathedral in England in 1904. (A 
similar society in the Episcopal Church is the Or-
der of Saint Vincent—named after Vincent of Za-
ragoza, d. 304, another deacon-martyr—founded 
in 1877 at S. Clement’s Church in Philadelphia.) 
The Guild of Saint Stephen prayer reads: “O God, 
you accept our ministry and allow us to serve at your Altar; 
grant that while serving you we may follow the example of 
our Patron, Saint Stephen, the first martyr, and that we 
may, like him, come to see Jesus standing at your right hand 
in heaven. We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son. 
Amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministries 
 
Founded in Saint Louis in 1975 by pastor and clini-
cal psychologist Kenneth C. Haugk, Stephen Minis-
tries is an interdenominational Christian organiza-
tion that provides extensive training in one-to-one 
pastoral care for the laity. According to the Stephen 
Ministries website, the training program has been 
used in more than 13,000 congregations represent-
ing more than 170 denominations in over 30 coun-
tries. 
 
Concluding Word 
 
The point of this highly selective whirlwind tour 
has been that Saint Stephen is alive and well today. 
He lives in the pages of Scripture, where we read of 
his ministry, witness, and death by stoning. He lives 
eternally with the Saints in heaven, where he inter-
cedes for us as we ask his prayers and seek to fol-
low his example on earth. And he lives and works 
today in the many communities of faithful Chris-
tians worldwide dedicated to his patronage. 
 
Among my favorite lines of poetry are those of T. 
S. Eliot in Little Gidding (1945): 
  
 With the drawing of this Love and the voice 
            of this Calling 
 We shall not cease from exploration 
 And the end of all our exploring 
 Will be to arrive where we started 
 And know the place for the first time. 
 
We arrive where we started. S. Stephen’s Church in 
Providence is undoubtedly the best-known Anglo-
Catholic parish dedicated to the Protomartyr in the 
United States. It is what is sometimes known as a 
“shrine church,” a destination for pilgrims from 
other parts of the country and the world who make 
a point of visiting or attending Mass here when 
their travels bring them to Rhode Island. And it is a 
spiritual home to the resilient community of faith-
ful Christians who worship, pray, and serve here. 
May Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr, continue 
to watch over, bless, and guide this parish commu-
nity in the years and decades to come.  
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quodlibet (kwäd′lə bet′) n [ME fr. ML quodlibetum, fr. L quodlibet, fr. qui who, what + libet it pleases, fr. libere to please] 1. a piece of music 
combining several different melodies, usually popular tunes, in counterpoint and often a light-hearted, humorous manner - Merriam Webster 

Hails and Farewells. 
 
As this wraps up the academic year for us, I wish to 
make note of an addition to Schola Cantorum and 
some passages as well. 
 
I was so pleased that we could again host the early 
music ensemble Blue Heron for two concerts this 
year. The group has already asked us to hold two 
dates for the forthcoming academic year and they 
are as pleased to be with us as we are to host them. 
In addition to their liking our as performance venue 
they find the acoustical ambiance very much to their 
pleasure. Thanks are due those anonymous donors 
who made the under-pew flooring possible, giving 
our space a newfound buoyancy that before was 
lacking. Listen in the rain (which has been practical-
ly unavoidable this winter/spring) and it’s even bet-
ter as the porous wooden ceiling is impregnated 
with moisture, making a more reflective surface. I 
am not advocating coming out only in bad weather, 
though that seems unavoidable these days! Those 
concerts and the recent spectacular organ recital of 
Katelyn Emerson brought much joy. 
 
Bass Jason Williams is a welcome addition to Schola 
Cantorum and has wide experience in ensemble 
singing, beginning as an undergraduate at Boston 
College. He is my ideal kind of choir person: early, 
prepared and invariable cheery in the morning an-
ticipating the 8 am downbeat on Sundays. In addi-
tion to his musical interests he enjoys hiking, cy-
cling, automotive repair, cooking and, yes, cleaning. 
He is good to Vizsla-Labrador mix Noah. Jason 
comments he has been enriched by traveling from 
Boston when possible to attend services at S. Ste-
phen’s over the last few years, and he is particular-
ly excited be a part of the S. Stephen's community 
and help fulfill the church's mission. Jason’s other 
notable quote is “....and who wouldn't love singing 
sacred renaissance polyphony?!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High kudos to Steven Serpa, longtime counter-
tenor in Schola, who has completed his doctoral 
work at The University of Texas at Austin, in mu-
sic history and composition Steven writes: 
 
“On 1st June Juventas New Music Ensemble will 
present the first performance of his song cycle for 
voice and chamber orchestra Canciónes de 
desamo. This, at First Church Boston. For infor-
mation go to http://www.juventasmusic.com/
pride.html.” 
 
Steven counts as one of our success stories and his 
input has informed our work as well! Some of my 
better repertoire ideas were his. 
 
 
                                                    Continued next page 
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Jason Williams and Noah  
Connell-Williams 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Farewell... 
 
Stephen Buck, bass writes: 
 
“For the 2018-19 academic year, I took a job as 
the interim vocal director at The Fessenden 
School, a private day and boarding school in New-
ton, MA for boys in grades PreK-9. I oversaw 
many concert productions, theatrical performanc-
es, and the opening of a brand-new performing 
arts center with a state-of-the-art recital hall, re-
cording studio, updated studios, and a 200-seat 
theater. I was able to spark a lot of interest and joy 
in singing for boys in a short time, and the number 
of boys that will participate in the vocal program 
next year is growing another twenty percent. I also 
had the distinct honor of serving as a conductor 
for Cantare, a middle school treble choir as part of 
an incredible organization called the Boston City 
Singers, founded by Jane Money, a New Zealand 
Native and Dorchester resident in 1995. The or-
ganization is comprised of over 500 singers in 
grades PreK-12 from inner-city through greater 
Boston with local and international tours occur-
ring each year. One major highlight this year was 
that my group was invited to perform at Sympho-
ny Hall, Boston for Mayor Walsh’s annual State of 
the City event this past January. It was exhilarating 
to perform for such a large audience of dignitaries 
in this historic and musically renowned venue. I 
have been in awe of my singers this past year and 
am amazed by their work ethic and their ability 

and strong desire to communicate so beautifully 
through music. 
 
“As my full-time job has gone through a transition 
this year, I have accepted a position teaching middle 
and high school chorus and International Baccalau-
reate Music at the Brooklyn Friends School in 
Downtown Brooklyn, NY. The school was estab-
lished over 150 years ago as a Quaker-based institu-
tion and currently serves over 800 students in pre-K 
through 12th grade from all over the New York 
metro area. I was able to spend a day to visit and 
teach at the school, and I was incredibly impressed 
with the community and immediately felt their core 
values embedded into their day-to-day life and com-
mitment to the performing arts as a school. I am 
very excited to start this next chapter in my personal 
and professional life. 
 
“Sadly with this transition, I will be leaving my regu-
lar appointment as a bass in S. Stephen’s Schola 
Cantorum. I have been a member of Schola since 
2010, having been introduced to James through my 
voice teacher, Gale Fuller. When I first sang in the 
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Steven Serpa, Doctor of Musical Arts 

Stephen Buck with his Boston based choristers. 



 

 

choir, I immediately felt a sense of belong-
ing and loved performing some of the 
most beautiful choral music with such an 
amazing group of professional singers. 
For the past almost decade, I have been 
so artistically fulfilled as a choral singer, 
soloist, and conductor working with 
James and the Schola. I made many close 
friendships through singing and celebrat-
ing together for many years. I will not yet 
say goodbye because I plan to sing when I 
am home visiting my family in Massachu-
setts. As this is a bittersweet parting, I will 
continue this beautiful tradition of music 
making for years to come.” 
 
Stephen's loss is a difficult void to fill as I 
can count on him to sing beautifully and 
to jump in and conduct with no notice 
and fairly cheerfully (he would have over-
prepared anyway). We wish him all best in 
his fine adventure, and he knows there’s 
always an available seat for him in Schola. 
 
Aaron Sheehan, tenor Schola member for 
eight years maintains his busy concert and 
recording schedule and seems to be spe-
cializing in working in other people’s homes, in-
cluding starring in an opera at Sans Souci outside 
Potsdam, summer home of Frederick the Great, 
and the lead in an opera by Leclair in the Royal 
Opera House at Versailles.  
 
Recent performances include The Berlin Staatsoper 
and a new CD “Total Eclipse: Music for Handel’s 
Tenor” was last month released on the Naxos label. 
June will find him featured prominently in The 
Boston Early Music Festival (Antwerp on the 
Charles) and in September he will open the Handel 
and Haydn Society season with Mozart Grand 
Mass in C minor at Symphony Hall in Boston.  
 
I remain indebted to those who have spent their 
formative years with us and prevail with elegance 
and generosity. 
 
 

For nineteen of my now twenty-six years at S. Ste-
phens I have served as Music Director for Fr. 
John Alexander and our collaboration has been 
the epitome of how these relationships should 
ideally function. 
 
The foremost love of my professional life is en-
hancing The Mass with music drawn from the 
best of all possible periods and I have been per-
mitted and encouraged to do so much to my 
pleasure.  
 
In addition to our musical taste which helps us 
both get to the point, I have been the recipient of 
the best professional counsel and personal gener-
osity as well as receiving caring support in a peri-
od of physical need some years ago. 
 
 
                                                  Continued next page 
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Grammy award-winning  Aaron Sheehan as Apollo at Sans Souci . 
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THE VISITATION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY TO  

ELIZABETH 
 

Meeting of Mary and Elisabeth (16th century) 
by Marx Reichlich (1460-1520). Alte Pinakothek,  

Munich, Germany. 
 

31 May 2019 
6:30 pm 

On Friday 31 May, S. Stephen’s Church joins the 
clergy and people of St. John’s, Newport, to cele-
brate the Feast of the Visitation with Solemn 
Mass in Newport. The preacher will be Fr. John 
Alexander.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our private meetings have been times of straight-
forward honesty tempered with generous humor 
for which I am grateful, and I feel I am still grow-
ing in the job as a consequence. I wish Fr. Alexan-
der Godspeed in his journey as I continue in 
mine.  
 
Truly, James  
 

Fr. John Alexander and James Busby 
Nashotah House, October 2013 
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